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Step 1: Download the program from URL: 
http://www.ks.uiuc.edu/Development/Download/download.cgi?PackageName=NAMD 
 
Click the Win32-i686 link as indicated below. Login or register if you have not already done so. 
When you click Agree to the terms and conditions, the browser should pop up a dialogue asking 
if you want to save the file: NAMD_2.6_Win32-i686.zip. Say yes and remember where it puts 
the file. 



Step 2: Examine zip file contents 
 
In windows explorer, the downloaded file looks like the image on the left. 
 
Double click on the zip file and you should see a folder, named 
NAMD_2.6_Win32-i686 (same name as containing zip file), shown below. 

Double click on the folder and you should see the program files, as below. We need to get these 
into a folder on the local computer in order to use them. 



Step 3: Make a folder for the NAMD program files.  
 
I would suggest making a NAMD folder in the C:/Program Files directory, since this is where 
windows installers put most files. Use the start menu or a desktop link to open “My Computer”, 
then double click on “Program Files”. Right click on white space, then mouse over “New” then 
left click on Folder (shown below). Name the new folder “NAMD”. 



Step 4: Copy the NAMD program files into the new folder. 
 
There are several ways to copy files in Windows… I assume you have a favorite. I start in the 
zipped inner folder from the bottom of Step 2, then click Edit->Select All, Edit->Copy. Go back 
to the new folder, then Edit->Paste. Whatever method you use, you should end up with some-
thing resembling the image below. 



Step 5: Set up the path environment variable to point to the new directory 
 
In order to run NAMD from the command line, we need to tell Windows where it lives. Open 
the Control Panel (under My Computer, or directly from the Start Menu). Find the “System” 
icon. Double click. Then left click on the “Advanced” tab. You should have a window as pic-
tured below. Click on the “Environment Variables” button. 



To change the path variable: 
 
1. Scroll down to find “path” in the list of “System variables”, left click to highlight it. 
2. Click the “Edit” button. 
3. In the “Edit System Variable” dialog that opens up: click in the “Variable value” field, 

move the cursor to the end of the semicolon separated list, then add a semicolon followed 
by the name of the folder we put the NAMD program files in.  

 
Once you finish editing the variable, save the changes: click OK on “Edit System Variable”, 
click OK on “Environment Variables”, click OK on “System Properties”. 



Step 6: Check out our installation. 
 
Open up a command line. In XP, click Start->Run, then type “cmd” and hit enter. At the 
prompt, type “path”. You should get some string of paths, with the NAMD path at the end. 
 
Launch NAMD by typing “namd2”. You should get an error message as pictured below (we 
didn’t give it a config file!).  

At this point you are set up to run NAMD. I wouldn’t trust the program to understand Windows 
style paths, so when you set up for a run, put your config file and all the input files in a directory 
together, and have the config file refer to the files by name only (no relative or absolute path). 
 
When you have all input files and a config file ready, open a command line, navigate to the folder 
with all the files in it, and type “namd2 myconfig.conf > output.log”. The cmd line will hang up 
while the program runs. When you see a prompt again, the run is complete, and the output will be 
in the same directory with all the input files. 



Command Prompt Notes: 
 
If you are comfortable with a UNIX style command line interface, and don’t like the windows 
cmd.exe functionality (or lack thereof), you might like to check out a nice (free) tool put out by 
Microsoft, called Powershell. It doesn’t act like UNIX under the covers, but it supports all the 
familiar commands (ls, cd, pwd, etc). 
 
Here is the address to check out if you are interested: 
 
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsserver2003/technologies/management/powershell/
default.mspx 
 
 
 
Windows Vista Notes: 
 
I don’t use Vista, but most of the steps should be similar. There is no “Run” option under the 
Vista start menu, and I think you just click Start and then start typing… 
 
Environment variables are more of a pain, and I use XP because I don’t like to deal with Vista’s 
nonsense, so I can’t be much help there. 
 
Vista users should refer to the following document about environment variables: 
 
http://support.microsoft.com/kb/931715/en-us 


